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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 has led within a matter of weeks to the largest 
migrations in Europe since the Second World War, displacing more than 12 million Ukrainians, 
including over 5 million who fled to neighboring countries, and more than 7 million who are in-
ternally displaced. By some estimates, a prolonged conflict could result in one-fourth of the pre-
war population of Ukraine (43.3 million) seeking refuge abroad, making the Russia-Ukraine war 
one of the largest humanitarian disasters since the partition of India in 1947. In his talk, one of 
the leading American migration scholars, Prof. Hollifield, will present an analytical framework 
which can help us to understand the policy response of the European Union, which is marked 
by a high degree of unity and willingness of member states to share responsibility for the hu-
manitarian emergency and take on the burden of caring for millions of Ukrainians. He will also 
explain why the European response to the Ukrainian exodus stands in sharp contrast to EU pol-
icies during the 2015-16 refugee crisis when member-states could not agree on a common pol-
icy and states in Eastern Europe—the so-called Visegrad group led by the Poles—adamantly 
refused to host asylum seekers from the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia. Finally, he dis-
cusses policy options to improve the situation for refugees in Europe and worldwide. 

The lecture is followed by a panel discussion with students, where we also shed light on other 
humanitarian crises around the globe, including East Africa, South Asia, and Latin America. 
Panelists are Anas Ansar, doctoral student at Bonn University and currently working on his PhD 
on Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, Laura Ettinger, BA-student at Fulda University and cur-
rently working as an intern for a humanitarian organization in Tijuana, Mexico, and Elvis 
Ng’andwe, PhD-student and assistant lecturer at University of Iringa, Tanzania, currently work-
ing on the role of regional integration in protection of refugees in the East African Community. 
 
Proudly sponsored by the Department for Social and Cultural Sciences, Fulda University of Applied Sciences. 
Host: Prof. Dr. Uwe Hunger (team.hunger@sk.hs-fulda.de) 


