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Preparations 

I became aware of the program at the SKKU after attending an information day performed by 

the international office. The Sungkyunkwan University is one of the partner universities for 

students of the department of Nursing and Health. However, after the information session only 

4 days were left for applying for the partner program. Besides my academic transcript, a 

motivational letter and a letter of recommendation was needed. I submitted my application for 

a semester abroad mid of December of 2019 and got accepted end of January 2020, whereby 

I received all the documents. Next step of the application process was to look for an 

accommodation. I chose to stay in the dorms, also for quarantine which was mandatory. 

Therefore, the allocation for the dorms was random and could not be influenced. After being 

accepted for the dorms I was able to apply for a visa. While I had to go to the embassy in Berlin 

because I´m listed in Dresden, it depends on the federal state one lives in where one has to 

apply. I applied for a visa in the beginning of July, which was, looking back a bit late considering 

I had to leave for Korea on the 5th of August and the processing of the visa can take 

approximately 3- 4 weeks. The application for the visa (D-2-6) was not difficult, however, a lot 

of documents were required. 

(South Korea´s flag; 09/2020) 

Even though I did not have to pay tuition fees due to the cooperation between the SKKU and 

the Fulda University of Applied Sciences, I applied for various scholarships in order to be able 

to fully enjoy my semester abroad. Thereby, the international office of the department of 

Nursing and Health was of great help by informing us about the different scholarships available. 

In sum, I applied for five scholarships, which was exhausting because every scholarship 

required different documents. I applied for PROMOS and QSL, which I got rejected from. Since 

a semester abroad is mandatory for students from the study program `International Health 

Sciences´, the IHS scholarship was only available for students from this study program. I got 

accepted for this scholarship but because this only pays 1.333€ once I further applied for the 

HAW.international Scholarship by the DAAD and the HAW.Fulda.international Scholarship 

which was controlled by the University of Fulda. I got accepted for the HAW.international 

Scholarship by the DAAD but because at that time Korea was still listed as a risk region, the 

DAAD was restricted from disbursing the scholarship. However, I still got the 

HAW.Fulda.international scholarship and was therefore able to enjoy my semester abroad to 



3 

the fullest through the financial support. Regarding any preparations for my semester abroad 

a proof of health insurance abroad was needed to apply for the SKKU. For more information, 

you should get in contact with your health insurance in Germany since they usually collaborate 

with external partners for insurances for stays abroad. In regard to medical preparations, I 

researched at the website of the “Auswärtiges Amt” whether there are any mandatory 

vaccinations needed in Korea. Even though there are no mandatory vaccines required, my GP 

recommended a meningococcus vaccination. This vaccination costed 50€, however I was able 

to get a refund from my health insurance because it was classified as a necessary medical 

travel expense. Furthermore, I had to refresh my Hepatitis A vaccination.   

Other than that, I was required to submit a negative tuberculosis test in order to be allowed to 

stay in the dorms. There was a bit of confusion regrading the tuberculosis test because it was 

not clear whether a blood test is sufficient, or an x-ray is required. I submitted an x-ray, which 

was perfectly fine.  

Housing and living situation 

After being accepted for the semester abroad, I was considering different accommodations. 

However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic we were required to do a 14-days quarantine, which 

we could do in a private accommodation or in the dorms of the SKKU. Via Facebook, all the 

exchange students were connected in a WhatsApp group. A lot of the students wanted to do 

the quarantine in a private accommodation but had problems because lots of the Airbnbs 

weren´t suitable for quarantine. Since I was already overwhelmed with all the other things I 

had to prepare for my semester I didn´t want to be stressed out by my type of accommodation, 

wherefore I applied for the dorms. The application process was supported by the international 

team of the SKKU and happened without any major difficulties. As said before, the allocation 

was performed randomly. Even though, living in the dorms was fine, to be quarantined was not 

good at all. We got food 3 times a day, which was frankly said, the same everyday. We couldn´t 

switch to vegetarian options, nor did we get coffee or any other beverages besides apple juice 

and water. Hence, I would not recommend doing quarantine in the dorms.  

During the semester I was living in M-House, which is one of the better dorms because it is 

assembled like a flat, with a kitchen and a common area. The rent of the dorms was 

approximately 400€ per month, which had to be paid beforehand. Everyone got their own 

rooms, which was mainly because we got allocated by nationality and I travelled with two of 

my fellow students, so the three of us shared one flat. However, the flat holds space for up to 

6 people, whereby every room has a bunk bed. We had our own kitchen, which was a special 

feature in M-House, because every other girl-dorm had a common kitchen for everyone and 

two girls had to share a two-person room (for more insights check out the highlight “Anne, 

Patty und Soli” on the Instagram page of the ̀ Hochschule Fulda´). I think, if I would have stayed 

in another dorm I would have moved out because from what I´ve heard it is not the ideal 

situation to share one room with another person. Plenty of students looked for an Airbnb (or 

other accommodations) in the beginning of the semester after they got to know one another. 

However, an advantage of living in the dorm was to easily get to know each other, while people 

who lived by themselves in private accommodations struggled a bit, due to the online classes 

and reduced activities. Furthermore, the dorms were comparably close to the campus, but due 

to the online semester this was not as important.  
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Disadvantages of living in the dorms are the curfew, which was on weekdays from 1am to 5am 

and the ban of bringing other people into the dorm. Overall, my stay in the dorm was okay and 

I would recommend applying for the dorm in the beginning and figure out whether you want to 

move out after you got to know your fellow students. 

Seoul is a metropolis and the capital of South Korea and therefore has a good transportation 

infrastructure. Besides the subway system there is also busses available. For taking the public 

transportation a `T-money card´ is needed which one can purchase at every convenience 

store. The bus system can be quite confusing but navigations apps such as `Naver´ or 

`KakaoMap´ are very helpful. Other than that, taxis are compared to Germany cheap. Usually 

there are a lot of taxis driving around for you to call, if not the app `KakaoT´ can help calling a 

taxi.  

(Subway in Seoul, 02/2021) 

I searched beforehand whether Mastercard or Visa is more suitable for Korea, however, at the 

end I had two credit cards. Usually, the Visa cards worked better than the Mastercard. Yet, if 

you want to be safe regarding card payment, you can create a Korean bank account. A few of 

the students did it, but usually it is not worth it for only one semester. From what I´ve heard, it 

takes approximately three hours at the bank. I guess there are advantages of having a 

domestic bank account, nevertheless in my opinion having a Visa credit card is sufficient for 

one semester. The overall living costs are comparable to Germany. However, food in grocery 

stores is way more expensive than it is in Germany, which is why eating out is less expensive 

than cooking food by yourself. This obviously depends on the type of food. While traditional 

Korean food is cheap, western food is generally more expensive. Clothes and activities are 

approximately the same price as they are in Germany.  
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(left picture: Bibimbap, typical Korean dish composed of rice, different vegetables and 

sometimes pork 12/2020/ right picture: Korean street market on Jeju Island; 09/2020) 

Due to the HAWFulda.International scholarship, I was able to cover almost all my expenses, 

including health insurance and quarantine. This scholarship is very extensive, and I would 

strongly recommend applying for this scholarship or directly via the DAAD. However, because 

we travelled a lot within Korea, I had some expenses that were not fully covered by the 

scholarship. Since I was able to transfer my part-time job form Germany to Korea, I could also 

cover these expenses. There are different part-time jobs opportunities. A friend of mine gave 

German tutoring to Koreans. Also, I´ve heard from other students that they worked at a 

language-exchange café where you are paid to talk to people who want to improve their 

English skills.  

Korea offers a broad range of activities. I spend a lot of time in one of the numerous cafés 

which Seoul has to offer. Thereby, theme cafés are famous for Korea, examples being animal 

cafés. Besides, there are a lot of sights, which are usually free of charge. Within Seoul there 

are a lot of museums, such as the War memorial and the national museum. With Covid-19 

happening, a lot of activities were not available due to the restrictions, however, there is always 

things to do. Areas like Hongdae, Itaewon or Gangnam are a go-to spot. Furthermore, as said 

before I travelled a lot within Korea. An international driver’s licence is beneficial in case of 

travelling. However, the subway as well as the bus system are quite extensive and comparably 

cheap. Therefore, there a several options to do a daytrip to a city nearby such as Jeonju, 

Suwon or Nami Island. Other popular travel destinations are Jeju Island and Busan, which can 

easily be reached by plane. Thereby, domestic flights are incredibly cheap (up from 7 €).  
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(Day trip to a ski resort near Seoul, 01/ 2021 Tangerine picking on Jeju Island 01/2021) 

(Famous Buddhist temple at the ocean in Busan; 10/2020) 

Studying at the host university 

While my major at the Fulda University of Applied Sciences is `International Health Sciences´ 

I chose `Social Welfare´ as my major at the Sungkyunkwan University. This was mainly due to 

the absence of a health department. Yet, I was able to transfer the credits I attained by taking 

5 courses. These included: Disaster Management, Basic Korean Course, Social Work in 

Health Settings, International Migration and Transnationalism and Comparative Thought and 

Culture. Thereby, only one of the courses was from my chosen major `Social Welfare´, 

whereas the others are from different departments, such as Public administration. However, 

the number of courses available held in English language were comparatively low. A piece of 

advice from me would be to carefully choose your courses. While the Humanities campus is 

located in Seoul, the Science campus is in Suwon, which is approximately 1,5 hours from 

Seoul. For more information: Sungkyunkwan University | Academics | Department and 

Curriculums | Departments A - Z (skku.edu).  

https://www.skku.edu/eng/Academics/departments.do?mode=list&srSearchKey=19
https://www.skku.edu/eng/Academics/departments.do?mode=list&srSearchKey=19
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Due to the pandemic the teaching style had been adapted to an online format. Thereby, my 

classes were a mix of WebEx-meetings and pre-recorded videos. Participation was desired 

and in most of my class we were required to turn on our camera. The online classes were, 

however, advantageous because thereby we were able to take the classes in one of the 

various cafés that Seoul has to offer.   

Different to what I was used to, we got assignments every week which we were required to 

comply because participation was part of our grade. The final grade was composed of not only 

the mid terms and the final exam, but also of participation and attendance. The overall level of 

difficulty was in my opinion lower than at the Fulda University of Applied Sciences, however, 

more assignments were given during the semester. We had two exam periods over the 

semester, first the midterm exams during October and the final exams in mid December. The 

professors sufficiently prepared us for the exams by explaining the different exams styles. 

Thereby, I had online written exams, offline exams as well as term papers. As said before the 

level of difficulty was not as high as it is at home, therefore getting good grades was not as 

challenging. Besides the different majors we could choose from, International courses were 

available. By taking these courses you can get more in contact with the international students.  

The contact with Korean students was complicated. Although everyone had an assigned 

Korean buddy, we had comparably little contact with locals. This was also due to the pandemic 

and the restrictions because most of the Koreans were afraid to meet up while the level was 

high.  

Since Korea was one of the few countries that handled the pandemic very well, because of the 

SARS-pandemic in 2015, the restrictions were decent. Hence, the library and other university 

facilities were open, and students could use all the services. The library was an impressive 

building with 4 floors and was a great place for studying besides the cafés. The campus is very 

extensive, where you can find a lot of useful services such as a post office, a convenience 

store, a stationery store and much more. While there was a broad range of activities offered 

by the SKKU, most of them didn´t take place due to Covid-19. To name some clubs there was 

a photography club, a taekwondo team, and a ski club.  

 
(Starfield library, Seoul; 08/2020) 
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Introduction and support  

Even though we were able to contact the SKKU anytime via Email or KakaoTalk (the Korean 

WhatsApp), we did not have any events, such as an introduction, which was a result of the 

pandemic. Since we were the first cohort of exchange students that arrived during the 

pandemic, the university was not sufficiently prepared for holding an online introduction or 

anything similar.   

The overall supervision was adequate. As I said before we could contact the university 

anytime. Besides, the international office was open for any urgent inquiries. The 

communication was lacking in the beginning because of the quarantine regulations and 

regarding how the semester is going to be held.  

Reflection  

Before I came to Korea I didn´t know what to expect from the country. Yet, Korea surprised me 

with its unique nature and landscape. While you can go hiking in one of the many national 

parks in the north of Korea, you can also lay at the beaches of Busan or Jeju Island. Both 

features exist parallel to each other which makes the Korean nature one-of-a kind. When living 

in a different country for a longer period it is unavoidable to gain insights of the culture and 

people. Korea is a tradition-embossed country while being one of the most advanced nations 

in the world regarding technology. One can see the clash between culture and technology. 

Although a hierarchy-thinking is still present and elderly people are pursuing old traditions there 

is a shift towards younger generations to break with these precedents. I have witnessed 

different situations where this clash was noticeable. Younger people are usually more open-

minded than the older generations regarding the contact with foreign people. Therefore, I find 

it interesting to compare the European and the Asian culture. For instance, on the one hand 

the pressure of achieving the best grades in high school in order to get into an excellent 

university while on the other hand living at the parent’s house until getting married. All these 

differences are highly interesting, especially in comparison with the European lifestyle. 

    
(Tongyeong Korea, 12/2020)       (Beach on Jeju Island, 09/2020) 
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While it is said that Germans are direct people, Koreans are the exact opposite. They don´t 

criticize or scrutinize given orders, which is especially relevant during work. Even though they 

are not direct people they are helpful if you ask for help. Besides that, Koreans are also a quiet 

society. It happened more than once to me that I was talking with friends when we were asked 

to be a bit quieter even though we spoke in a normal volume, because otherwise people would 

feel disturbed. This is not only the case in restaurants and cafés but also while being on public 

transportation. During rush hour when it is crowded it is oddly quiet in the subway. A reason 

for this, are the so called ̀ smartphone-zombies´. Koreans constantly look on their phone, while 

walking or riding the subway. This might not sound that different to Germans, but it is. While it 

is considered rude to bump into other people because you were looking at your phone, this is 

common practice in Korea.  

Even with all the differences I just described I didn´t encounter any major difficulties during 

everyday life. One minor problem was the language barrier, because I expected a higher 

English level in Korea, however, most of the Koreans didn´t have a high English proficiency 

what made communication difficult. Therefore, the Basic Korean language course was 

certainly helpful because after a while I was able to communicate with the little vocabulary I 

had already acquired. Even though I just learned the basics of the Korean language I think it 

is a good start if one wants to learn Korean by himself/herself. Hence, I would strongly 

encourage exchange students to take a language course.  

 

 
(Section of the Korean textbook, Hangeul is the name of the Korean alphabet) 
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Semesters abroad are in my opinion important because students have the possibility to get 

insights on how different cultures and countries function. This can help to acquire a 

differentiated view on certain topics and will be helpful for everybody regarding career as well 

as social life. Furthermore, it can contribute to the lectures contents and can thereby strengthen 

an international setting. 

  

     
(One of the four palaces in Seoul, 09/2020)  (Distinctive pattern of Buddhist temples) 

Conclusion  

The studies at the Sungkyunkwan University were doable. Even though the weekly 

assignments were time consuming, I still had time to enjoy my time in Seoul. Positive were the 

online learning practices because teacher and students quickly adapted to the changes. 

Thereby, the university tried their best to offer as many courses as possible offline by re-

evaluating the pandemic-situation frequently. The overall guidance by the international office 

was decent, however this was the first semester held online due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Summing up, I can recommend the study at the SKKU because of a good course selection 

and a great campus. Furthermore, from what I´ve heard, the international community at other 

universities in Seoul is not as good as it was at the SKKU. The Sungkyunkwan University is a 

prestigious school. Local students would be impressed by us studying at the SKKU because it 

is one of the most elite universities in Korea and is therefore a great place for a semester 

abroad.  

There are only a few things I disliked during my semester abroad. Firstly, the language barrier 

was problematic, but luckily through the help of apps and the Basic Korean course this got 

easier over time. Furthermore, it was annoying that cooking by oneself was so much more 

expensive than eating out because fruits and vegetables mostly get imported, whereby the 

prices raise. The last thing which was uncomfortable was Korean men staring at us foreign 

girls. I know that these people are not trying to be rude and they just have never seen blond, 

European girls, yet they just kept staring at one even though you have already caught them 

looking. This was the one thing which bothered me very much.   
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Overall, I loved my semester abroad and would recommend anyone who has the opportunity 

to do one, to take it! Seoul is a great city with so many possibilities. You will find a range of 

different restaurants and convenience stores that are open 24/7 in basically every street. In 

districts such as Hongdae or Itaewon there is always a party to enjoy, in Gangnam you can 

appreciate Seoul´s fancy site and still there is so much more to see that makes Seoul and 

Korea in general unique. Even though the Asian culture is quite different to the European and 

one will need some time to adjust to it, I can say from my own experience it will be one of the 

most exciting times in your life. Thus, I can recommend staying in Korea for a semester abroad.  

   
(Jeju Island; 09/2020)    (Traditional Korean attire called `Hanbok´, Seoul; 09/20) 


