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Dr. Bekeh Ukelina from our partner university SUNY Cortland is going to teach four 
seminars at the Department of Social and Cultural Sciences. The seminars will take 
place between 11th April and 7th of July and are open to students of the respective study 
programmes as well as to interested PhD students of the FGCSS. 

 

MAHRS 
  

 

Monday 
9.50 – 11.20  
Room 22.219 
 

Development and Minority Rights 
M.A. Human Rights Studies in Politics, Law and Society 

Module HR 3 Legal Argumentation in Human Rights/ Institutions and Enforcement 

Description 
 

This seminar examines the impact of major development schemes on minorities 
and indigenous peoples. The seminar will take a historical look at major 
development interventions around the world such as mining, oil drilling, dams, 
nuclear waste storage, and how these have changed the lives of the local people 
over time. The seminar will interrogate the utility of these projects vis a vis the 
rights of the people and will identify ways in which these groups are to be 
protected using existing international human and minority rights laws. 
 

 

ICEUS 

 
Monday 
13.30 – 15.00  
Room 22.218 
 

Why Global History Matters: Twentieth Century Youth Protest Movements 
M.A. Intercultural Communication and European Studies (ICEUS) 
 

Module M10 Cross Studies / PreStudy/ International Studies  

Description 
 

This seminar is focuses on historian’s approaches to broad themes, questions, 
problems, or critical developments. We will explore issues relating specifically to 
youth activism and protest movements in the twentieth century. Six specific 
movements will be studied: the White Rose, France 68, Kent State, Soweto 
Uprising, Tiananmen Square Protests, and the Velvet Revolution. These events will 
be a lens to understanding expanding global interactions and the tensions 
between the local and the global. Through the use of primary and secondary 
sources, students will learn the art of historical thinking and writing and at the 
end of the seminar will have a better understanding and appreciation of global 
history and why it matters. 
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BASIB 
 

Tuesday 
8.00 – 9.30  
Room 22.116 
 

The Political Economy of Development and Migration 
B.A. Social Sciences with a Specialisation in Intercultural Relations (BASIB) 

Module M6 Sociological and Political Science Dimensions of Intercultural Relations  

Description This seminar will explore the ongoing debates surrounding the failure of 
development in the Global South. It will examine major issues in the history and 
political economy of development, focusing on the ideologies that inform 
development interventions and how these translate into actual practices. The 
seminar will also invite participants to consider ideological and material interests 
that inform development interventions and will look at ways in which the failure 
of development interventions in the Global South have impacted migrations. 
Some key questions that the seminar will address are: What is the relationship 
between migration and development? Is migration an agent of 
underdevelopment in the Global South? Does circular migration stimulate 
development in the Global South? Do transnational networks lead to 
development at home? 
 

 

Tuesday 
11.40 – 13.10 
Room 22.022 
 

Being and Becoming Black in America 
B.A. Social Sciences with a Specialisation in Intercultural Relations (BASIB) 
 

Module M11/M16 Compulsory Elective Module: Views of the Present – Current Topics in 
Political Science and Sociology 

Description This course is an introduction to historical, cultural, political, economic and 
religious issues concerning people of African descent in America. It looks at 
Africa’s relations with the world prior to the Atlantic slave trade and the 
emergence of thriving states in Africa. The seminar will also focus on the Atlantic 
slave trade and the transformation of dispersed African communities into 
African Americans. Furthermore, the seminar will examine the enslavement of 
Africans in America, the various forms of resistance to slavery and the Jim Crow 
laws, the formation of religious, political, and Pan-African identities. Finally, the 
seminar will address contemporary issues that plague Black communities in 
America such as mass incarceration, redlining, and police shootings. 
 

 

 


