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1.1 Programme Objectives 

The programme seeks to prepare university graduates for careers in supranational or 
national organisations that are active internationally, especially in Europe. Such 
organisations may be NGOs, professional and industrial associations, public institutions or 
administrative bodies. For positions in these organisations, applicants must have a profound 
knowledge of its accompanying complex organisational structures, and the ability to 
communicate effectively with speakers of other languages and other cultural backgrounds. In 
addition applicants should be familiar with the background, frame and future perspectives of 
European Integration. Programme participants also acquire the means to deal with the 
special challenges of the enlargement of the European Union and the increasing economic 
and political significance of the European Union in a global context. 
 
 
 
1.2 Degree Requirements 

1. a degree from a German university or other institution of higher education or a degree 
from an equivalent foreign university or other institution of higher education in the field of 
social, cultural or legal studies. 

2. certification of good proficiency in German and English. 

For prospective students with a graduation diploma from a German university or other 
institution of higher education in Germany this generally means a TOEFL iBT score of 79 
or equivalent. 

Prospective students with a graduation diploma from a foreign institution of higher 
education certify good proficiency in one of the two languages of instruction indicating 
either the ability to pass the ”Deutsche Sprachprüfung für den Hochschulzugang” 
(German Language Test for University Admission) or equivalent (for example, the 
”Zentrale Oberstufenprüfung” of the Goethe-Institute), or a minimum TOEFL iBT score of 
79 or equivalent; 
if the graduation examination was passed in English, this always counts as equivalent to 
a minimum TOEFL score of 79; if the graduation examination was passed in the German 
language, this always counts as equivalent to passing the ”Deutsche Sprachprüfung für 
den Hochschulzugang” (DSH 2). 

Prospective students must bring appropriate proof of a sound working knowledge of the 
respective other language of instruction. An appropriate proof would be a TOEFL iBT 
score of 61 in the case of English, or a Goethe Zertifikat B2 in the case of German. In 
case of doubt, admission to the ICEUS programme may require a language interview at 
the University of Applied Sciences in Fulda. 

A complete application must include a motivation letter in German or English describing 
your motivation for enrolment in the master’s programme and future career objectives as 
well as a personal data sheet. 

The Examination Committee makes the final decision concerning language 
requirements. 
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1.3 Degree 

Participants who successfully complete the course work, exams and Master’s thesis are 
awarded the academic degree of Master of Arts. 

 

1.4 Structure  

The programme lasts four semesters, with admission only possible in the winter semester. 
During the first two semesters emphasis is primarily placed upon classroom-study. The 
compressed third semester serves for in-depth study. The Master’s thesis is written in the 
fourth semester. During this period students are not obliged to stay in Fulda as there are no 
more classes to attend; only the disputation needs to be held in Fulda. 

A ten-week practicum or internship must be completed during the summer break between 
the second and the third semester. It may be extended and it may also serve as a basis for 
the Master’s thesis, which is written in the fourth semester. 

 

1.5 Internship 

(1) The internship can either take place in public institutions and societal or economic 
organisations of any kind, whose work has a strong international orientation. 

(2) The internship, as a rule, must not take place in the home country of the programme 
participant. It can only take place in the home country if it is carried out in an organisation 
with a strong international orientation. 

(3) The Department supports the students in their efforts to find an internship placement. 
 
 
1.6 Curriculum 
 
The languages of instruction in this degree programme are German and English. 
 
The programme is divided into four areas of study: 
 
Area of study 1: Intercultural Communication 
Area of study 2: European Studies 
Area of study 3: Organisation and Internationalisation 
Area of study 4: Integrated Study 
 
 
Area of study 1: Intercultural Communication 
 
The area of study ”Intercultural Communication” aims to train the students to master 
professional intercultural meeting situations with skill and sensitivity. The ability to 
methodically and theoretically conceptualize current research issues is the basis of this work. 
Additionally, “Intercultural Communication” qualifies students for immersing academic work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4

In order to reach these objectives, a seminar concept has been developed, which is 
characterised by these structural features:  
 
 Theoretical foundations of communication and interaction in the area of intercultural 

communication through seminars on Interaction Theory, Anthropology and Ethnography 
of Communication 

 
 Immersing discussion of methods, research concepts and theories on intercultural 

communication as well as reflecting on topics within the field of interdisciplinary 
perspectives  

 
 Training of perception and behaviour in intercultural meeting situations, both in order to 

improve cultural sensitivity and to prepare for special courses 
 
 Active use of English as a foreign language: about 50 percent of the classes are to be 

conducted in English. 
 
 Use of new information and Communication Technology (”new media”) for map-exercises 

and simulations of intercultural meeting situations. 
 
 
Area of study 2: European Studies 
 
The area of study ”European Studies” offers students an opportunity to comprehend the 
fundamental historical, socio-cultural, economical, and political dimensions of the European 
integration process. It seeks to provide them with the necessary abilities to act professionally 
and reflectively in concrete fields and it strengthens the students sense of understanding in 
areas within the application of common jurisdiction and European politics and actively 
pursues to qualify them for scientific analysis in the field of regional integration. 
 
In particular, students acquire knowledge of 
 
 the European intellectual and cognitive history; 
 
 the historical development of the European integration process in the area of conflict of 

consolidation and extension; 
 
 the development and shaping of competencies, institutions, and decision-making 

processes of the European Union;  
 
 the creation and practical application of common policies in concrete fields of activity; 
 
 the foundations of European and International Law as well as the jurisdiction and legal 

effects in decisive areas of the economic, monetary, and political integration; 
 
 social structures, political and cultural developments in European countries in a 

comparative perspective 
 
 basic theories of regional integration and up-to-date research concepts in integration 

studies. 
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Area of study 3: Organisation and Internationalisation 
 
The area of study “Organisation and Internationalisation” is to sensitise students for the 
special challenges that face international or strong internationally oriented organisations and 
strives to familiarise them with creative approaches to meet these challenges. 
 
In particular, students acquire knowledge of 
 
 the general supranational conditions of organisational activities with respect to the 

processes of the globalisation and transformation of Central/Eastern European societies; 
 the history of the development, tasks, importance, and organisational structures of 

selected international organisations of state, market-economy or intermediary characters 
(i.e. UNO, UNESCO, UNCED, OECD, ILO, European Central Bank, European Patent 
Office, International Red Cross, Greenpeace); 

 the framework behind the constitutions of strong internationally oriented organisations, 
including their structural culture, micro-politics, and personnel management; 

 modern approaches to innovation, change management and to organisational 
development. 

 
In terms of method and didactics, classic forms of teaching are to be complemented by 
empirical research projects by students. These supervised projects have two objectives; 
First, the students will acquire the analytical skills that enable them to pursue a problem 
independently during their practical studies. In addition they will be able to deal with the 
problem theoretically and empirically in their Master’s thesis.  Secondly, the students 
particular interests are to be integrated. If possible, students establish contacts with future 
practical-training locations.  
 
 
Area of study 4: Integrated Studies 
 
In ”Integrated Studies” different types of classes are offered, combining the focuses of the 
study areas A, B and C, whose interrelated communicative, organisational, and European-
integrative topics are reflected under methodical and theoretical aspects.  
 
In this study area students will receive an introduction into the M.A. programme and the day-
day routine of the Department of Social and Cultural Studies (e.g. Orientation Week and 
Incoming Seminar; Theories and Methods of Scientific Research). Students in the third 
semester are integrated into the organization and implementation of the Incoming Seminar in 
order to facilitate the exchange and transfer of study and internship experiences. 
Furthermore, an Interdisciplinary Research Seminar is held, in which the programme-related 
subjects are addressed comprehensively. 
 
Forums and special events, which are co-organized by the students themselves, are part of 
the curriculum in order to give students the opportunity to get to know different professional 
fields. It is also an opportunity to contact experts from these fields and to meet ICEUS 
Alumni. 
 
The objective of the compulsory internship is the acquisition of practical experience in a 
programme-related professional field with special consideration to the subject areas 
combined in ICEUS. The internship is should take place outside the student’s home country. 
 
After successful completion of Colloquium, Master’s thesis and Disputation, candidates 
graduate in the fourth semester.
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Overview of the degree programme 
 
(CP = credit point according to the European Credit Transfer System ECTS; one CP 
corresponds to a workload of 30 hours; one semester comprises 30 CP; the overall 
programme comprises 120 CP) 
 
 

1st Semester 2nd Semester 3rd Semester 
 

4th Semester 

 
M 1 

Communication, 
Intercultural 

Communication and 
Understanding the 

Culturual Other 
 

10 CP 

 
M 3 

Intercultural and Diversity 
Competence in Theory 

and Practice 
 

10 CP 

M 7 
Intercultural 

Communication – 
Research and 
Development 

 
5 CP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 11 
Master’s Thesis 

 
25 CP 

 
 

M 4 
Globalisation and International Organisation 

 
10 CP 

M 8 
Professional Relations 

 
5 CP

 
M 2 

European Studies: 
Historical and Current 

Developments in 
European Societies 

 
10 CP 

 
M 5 

European Studies: 
European Public Policy 

Issues 
 

10 CP 

M 9 
In-depth Studies in 

European Integration 
 

5 CP 

 
M 6 

Theorie and Practice of 
Interdisciplinary Research

 
10 CP 

M 10 
Internship and Experience Analysis 

 
15 CP 

 

 
M 12 

Thesis Seminar and 
Colloquium 

 
5 CP 

 
Examples for topics dealt with in the individual modules: 
 
M 1: Theory of Social Communication, Intercultural Communication: Semiotic and Pragmatic Models, 
Understanding the Cultural Other, Foreign Languages, Orientation Week and Incoming Seminar 
 
M 2: European Integration: History - Development - Organisation, European Law, Selected Aspects of European 
Societies and Cultures 
 
M 3: Ethnography of Communication, Cultural Sensitivity Training, Intercultural Negotiations, Foreign Languages, 
Diversity or Gender Studies, New Media, Professional Skills 
 
M 4: Globalisation, Sustainable Development – Global and Regional Strategies, International Organisations 
 
M 5: European Public Policy Issues, European Law, Selected Aspects of European Cultural History 
 
M 6: Methods, Interdisciplinary Research 
 
M 7: Recent Developments in the Study of Intercultural Communication, New Methods in Intercultural Training 
and Intercultural Education 
 
M 8: Organisational Culture and Constitution, International Personnel Management 
 
M 9: Special Aspects of European Integration, Immersion in European Law 
 
M 10: Internship, Cultural Experience Analysis 
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2. Career perspectives 
 
The graduate programme ICEUS reacts to the increasing internationalisation and 
globalisation, and the growth of global networks in all areas of societal activity. Examples of 
the development of supra- and international networks include: 
 
 the European Union, which has evolved into an innovative and singular 

political/economical system of order, vested with far-reaching competencies of 
supranational jurisdiction, political coordination between states and an independent 
authority of implementation. More and more, societal interests are conveyed through 
intensified communication and cooperation across the borders or direct representation on 
the ”Brussels platform” (where more than 1,500 associations and association offices have 
now been established and started their activities); 

 
 the so-called Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), which regulate their 

communication and coordination via a new network of communication relationships; 
 
 also within the functions and daily work of societal organisations (economic, 

environmental, charities, trades unions, churches, political parties), new communication 
and organisational tasks are becoming increasingly important due to the European 
dimension. 

 
 Even in fields of activity with a local or regional orientation and function, conditions and 

processes of cooperation that are interconnected by the European network (EU-laws and 
funds, European cooperation programmes, trans-national partnerships and projects) play 
an increasing part. 

 
The current globalisation debate is showing that the tasks involved with integration and 
globalisation can be managed if new organisational structures are developed, intercultural 
communication skills are formed and information/communication technology is used 
competently. Currently, university graduates are confronted with special professional 
requirements that are typically not part of their specialised education but are turning out to be 
an essential aspect of the quality profile they are expected and required to have. The 
competence to think, communicate, and decide in European and international contexts is 
becoming a basic and key qualification. 
 
Apart from temporary contacts with representatives from other cultures, a new quality of 
permanent and more intensive cooperation becomes an essential criteria for the selection of 
candidates for new appointments. It is necessary for these candidates to have a combination 
of organisational-theoretical knowledge, communicative-cooperative qualifications, and the 
knowledge of general political-social conditions for international cooperation.  This is where 
the graduate degree programme ICEUS starts out.  
 
The graduates of the degree programme are qualified as specialists who are able to 
successfully create relationships with foreign partners in internationally operating 
organisations and experts trained to solve complex intercultural communication problems in 
their field of activity. The areas of work range from the building and maintenance of 
internationally cooperative relationships and the coordination of technical standardisation 
processes on the European and international level. The organisation of international aid or 
the representation of associations in international contexts are equally important areas of 
work. Beside freelance activity (i.e. counsellor of organisations or communication instructor) 
employment in expert panels or middle to upper management levels of organisations is also 
possible.  
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By imparting knowledge about methods, theories and research approaches in the specific 
disciplines and by their reflection and application in interdisciplinary contexts the degree 
programme also seeks to qualify for further scientific research. 
 
 
 3. Place of study and study conditions 
 
 Fulda is very beautiful Barockstadt (baroque city) of medium size (approx. 65,000 

inhabitants) and is located in the middle of the Federal Republic of Germany. Fulda’s 
geographic situation and excellent transport connections make it possible for students to 
reach important locations of supranational organisations in a relatively short amount of 
time and at acceptable costs. A journey to Frankfurt by train takes about one hour, 
travelling to Hamburg or Munich would take three hours, and to the capital Berlin three 
and a half hours.  

 
 An essential advantage of Fulda compared with other locations is the positive situation of 

the student housing market. Without any difficulty students can find accommodation at 
relatively low prices. 

 
 A further advantage is the relatively small size of the school (ca. 8.000 students): This 

means enormous advantages for the integration of students despite the short duration of 
stay required by the degree programme. Other aspects that promote integration are the 
relatively close relationship between the instructors and the students and also the 
recently intensified efforts to care for international students and also to support them 
financially in individual cases. Such efforts have led among other things to the foundation 
of an ”Association for the Support of International Students” (”Verein zur Förderung 
ausländischer Studierender e.V.”). 

 
 At the University of Applied Sciences, an International Summer University takes place 

each year, offering the students opportunities to inform themselves about the degree 
programme, to improve their language skills, and to become familiar with the location. 
See www.hs-fulda.de/isu for further details. 

 
 The University of Applied Sciences was the first one in the Federal Republic of Germany 

to have been equipped with a ”European Documentation Centre” (”Europäisches 
Dokumentationszentrum” EDZ), which provides the students with an extraordinarily good 
access to databases and publications of the institutions of the European Union. 

 
 The Department of Social and Cultural Studies has a strong interdisciplinary orientation. 

At present there are chairs of Communication Science, Intercultural Communication, 
Organisation Science, Empirical Social Research, European Political and Economic 
Relations, Law, Political Science, Sociology with different core areas such as 
Globalisation, Diversity Studies, Migration and Integration.  
 

 The Department, especially the chair of European Politics and Economic Relations has 
excellent contacts and continuous relations with European associations from industry and 
trades unions as well as numerous working relationships with supranational organisations 
such as the European Commission, the European Parliament, the Economic and Social 
Committee and individual important participants in the field of European Standardisation 
Institutions. 

 
 Also the Office of Research and Technology Transfer has been successfully active in this 

area for years. 
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4. Programme Strengths 
 
 The degree programme ICEUS was one of 12 degree courses out of 112 candidates that 

were sponsored by the Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD). 
 
 In addition, the degree course is sponsored as a module in the context of the Jean 

Monnet Programme of the European Union. 
 
In July 2002, the degree programme ICEUS was accredited by the Central Evaluation and 
Accreditation Agency in Hanover (ZEvA) without additional requirements. In August 2003, 
the agency additionally stated that the degree is recognized for higher employment in the 
civil service. The first re-accreditation was accomplished in 2007. The current third 
accreditation by the  accreditation agency “Akkreditierungsagentur für Studiengänge im 
Bereich Gesundheit und Soziales – AHPGS e.V.“ is valid until September 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


