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The European Union is regarded to be in a severe crisis at least since 2008, when the financial crisis 
began to hit. This labelling brings about several questions. The first ones concern the concept of crisis 
as such - crisis is a concept that is often criticised for both being used in inflationary manner and be 
a catch-all concept. The sole example of the EU underlines this: since the early days of integration, 
"crisis talk" regularly came up. If we are willing to speak about crises, we can also argue that in recent 
years the EU has struggled to a series of multiple and near-endless challenges that each have been 
termed “crises” - regarding the Eurozone, the question of migration, the Brexit vote as well as the 
Brexit procedure, and most recently the COVID-pandemic. These critical issues were accompanied 
by and/or have contributed to a questioning of the EU’s legitimacy, its governance structures, and the 
integration project itself, in order for academia to speak of a crisis of the EU altogether or even a 
“polycrisis”. These critical issues and the bespoke crises have generated their own literatures. 
 
But, second and nevertheless, it is contested what the crisis - presuming there is one - consists in: is 
it an institutional crisis, showing us the limits of the EU´s current institutional system? Is it a policy and 
effectiveness crisis that would only necessitate more efficient policies and governance structures? Is 
it a crisis of trust and support in the EU, as Eurobarometer seemed to indicate for some time during 
the peak of austerity politics? Is it a crisis of commitment of the member state governments towards 
the common goals of the EU, leading to severe conflicts about issues such as migration policy and 
the safeguarding of democratic standards? Is it a crisis of EU over-regulation, as the Brexiteers 
claimed? Is it maybe an overall crisis of representative democracy, as a rising support for right-wing 
populist and right-wing extremist parties in Europe indicates? Third, there has been little analysis of 
Europe’s multifaceted crisis from a more theoretical standpoint. The symptoms that have been 
sketched have been discussed in terms of EU integration theory, but much less so in terms of their 
social and philosophical impacts and backgrounds.  
 
The leading argument for the conference is accordingly that the EU’s crisis, or what is labelled and 
discussed as such, can on the one hand be interpreted as a symptom of a decisive lack, i.e., a lack 
of an idea of a common European good. On the other hand, values and principles that have been 
traditionally associated with Europe, such as solidarity, human rights, freedom and democracy, are 
put in question by the EU´s current policies. Against this backdrop, it is the goal of the conference to 
theorise the EU’s crisis and its linkages to society, politics and the state.  
 
The conference is organized with the support of Fulda Research Centre for Intercultural 
Communication and European Studies (CINTEUS) and the Arbeitskreis Europäische Integration e.V. 
(AEI). 
 
Please register for the conference with zhylien.kaja@sk.hs-fulda.de 
 



Theorising the EU’s Crisis – conference programme: 

Dec 3rd, Day 1: 
 
9.15 – 9:30 Welcome 

9.30 Beginning of the Conference 
 

9:30– 11.00 Panel 1: The EU’s crisis and its understanding 

What crisis? The multiple facets of crisis/es in the current EU  

Claudia Wiesner, University of Applied Sciences Fulda  

Reinhart Koselleck's theory of moral critique and political crisis  

Matthias Klemm, University of Fulda  

The concept of crisis and its operationalization in Portugal before and after the crisis 

Luis Freitas, University of Jyväskyla  

 

11.00 – 11.30 Coffee Break 
 

11.30 – 13.00 Panel 2: Conceptions of Europe and its crisis 

Transformations of the idea of supranationalism in the global order after 1989 

Taru Haapala, Autonomous University Madrid 

Is Europe's perspective a multiform republican empire? 

Michael Wolf, Berliner Institut für angewandte Sozialwissenschaft, BIAS e.V., Berlin 

Governing meaning, governing migration: (Dis-)integrative struggles 

and the current EU crisis  

Julia Simon, MA, Helmut Schmidt University/University of Federal Armed Forces  

 

13.00 – 14.30 Lunch Break  

 

14.30 –16.00 Panel 3: Democracy and crisis  

A triple democratic trauma and its consequences 

Ana Matan and Tonci Kursar, University of Zagreb 

The Crisis of Parliamentarism repeated 

Kari Palonen, University of Jyväskyla  

Crisis of democracy as a crisis of representation: a view from normative political theory 

Elena García Guitan, Autonomous University Madrid  

 

16.00 End of day 1 

   



Dec. 4th, Day 2:  
 

9:30 - 11.00 Panel 4: Populism, illiberalism and crisis 

Postdemocracy and what came after  

Meike Schmidt-Gleim, University of Applied Sciences Fulda  

The Gilets Jaunes in France: Background and Analysis 

Niilo Kauppi, Helsinki University   

Recurring Patterns: Illiberalism in Global Comparison 

Boris Vorman and Michael Weinmann, Bard College Berlin 
 

11.00 – 11.30 Coffee Break 

 

11.30 – 13.00 Panel 5: Economics, Citizens and Crisis 

Understanding the Unstable Frames of Citizen Participation in the EU: field effect, 
public sphere and governance functions 

Luis Bouza, Autonomous University Madrid  

Investments in Europe: Struggles over democratic legitimacy and EU politico-economic 
expertise 

Christian Schmidt-Wellenburg, University of Potsdam  

The European Central Bank between financial crisis and populisms 

Corrado Macchiarelli, National Institute of Economic and Social Research, London  

 

13.00 – 14.30 Lunch Break 

 

14.30 – 16.00 Roundtable: whither politicization? 

Panelists:  

Lisa Anders, Leipzig University  

Luis Bouza, Autonomous University Madrid 

Philip Liste, Fulda University of Applied Sciences 

Meike Schmidt-Gleim, Fulda University of Applied Sciences 

 

16.00 - 16.30 Wrap-up and Good Bye 

 


