
 

 

 

 

Call for Paper 

Reconceptualising activism Space  

in Contemporary Asia and Africa  

 

The second decade of this millennium can be described as the 

decade of protests across the globe, particularly in Asia and 

Africa—Arab spring in the Middle East/North Africa, umbrella 

movements in Hong Kong, environmental movements in Iran, 

term limit protests in Guinea, the October movement in Leba-

non, election fraud protests in Malawi, Shahbag in Bangladesh, 

Y’en a Marre (fed up) in Senegal and many more. Several million 

people mobilized around the globe in 2019 alone, crowding 

into the streets and squares from Ecuador to Tehran, Senegal 

to Beirut, Delhi to Paris and beyond (Aytac & Stokes, 2020).  

In addition to traditional methods, contemporary social move-

ments are transforming their forms with new strategies and spaces, such as through popular 

Facebook/Whatsapp groups, live streaming on ‘Facebook live’, and hashtag slogans. As in  
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much of the world, social media and mobile phones have become central in how movements 

and protests are organized and spread. The advantages of such platforms are clear in provid-

ing a highly accessible and rapid mode of communication on which to magnify the injustice 

through provocative postings, photos, or charismatic speeches. In contrast, social movement 

and activism, in recent years, have also gone through various tough times in the wake of 

new-authoritarian visible and hidden controls over media and public protests, phone hack-

ing, indefinite imprisonment, and other forms of persecution. In connection with this, protest 

policing is highly selective and often deals with protests very violently. Thus, risk categori-

zations are embedded in various calculations, perceptions about protest actors and events 

and public, political and popular discourses. However, activism has not been dissuaded, 

rather activists are becoming innovative, coordinated in reformulating their activism space.  

In particular, the corona crisis serves as the anthology’s starting point for predictions about 

the future of the social movement. Using the lockdown measure, New Delhi authorities 

disbanded the women-led sit-in protest in Shaheen Bagh, a major protest site against the 

Citizenship Amendment Act that was passed into law in December 2019. Contrary to inten-

tional efforts to block them, protests have emerged in various places because of dissatisfac-

tion and inequalities connected to pandemic policies. Various solidarity movements in Alge-

ria, Lebanon and beyond supported communities particularly vulnerable to coronavirus ex-

posure. Covid has fomented new forms of mobilizations, including banging pots and pans 

from windows, virtual protests and bottom-up solidarity activism to express shared discon-

tent with their governments’ responses. Street protests with social distancing, where each 

face mask turns to textual political space with slogans, reflect how social movements are 

possible even during pandemics. Importantly, the global pandemic reinforces phenomena 

such as ‘accelerated authoritarianism,’ racial and economic class inequalities, pressure to 

restrict women’s rights, and tightening controls subordinate to biopolitics (Kowalewski, 2020). 

Governments themselves have implemented various contested projects under the cover of 

the crisis, as the crisis doctrine thesis argues. Significantly, however, the numbers of protest 

movements are rising particularly in this year, with the protesters also adapting and evolving, 

while many governments have brutally handled the protesters, mainstream and social media, 

as seen during the anti-coup protests in Myanmar or the Hundessa protest in Ethiopia, for 

example.  
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Against this backdrop, we invite critical contributions from social movement scholars on 

reconfiguration of activism space in the wake of strict state control before and during the 

Covid   pandemic time in Asia and Africa. We argue against the construction of Africa or 

Asia as supposedly homogenous ‘container space’. We instead focus on heterogeneities, 

contestation, narrative/counter-narrative in various phases of social movement. We are in-

terested in diverse forms of adaptations and developments (innovative or traditional) in 

activism on various scales (local, national, regional). We ask: How do protest movements 

demand more democracy, dignity, less unequal society, ecological integrity and mainstream 

media control, at the same time as they denounce corrupt elites and repression? In what 

ways do recent social protests challenge existing discourses and frameworks of understand-

ing social movements? How do we understand changes in protest strategies in the digital 

context? How do organization and mobilization differ and complement one another, online 

and offline, in the wake of authoritarianism? Does the structure of digital platforms have 

benefits for particularly reactionary movements? How do social media platforms manipulate 

and contaminate social movements? 

Possible contributions include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

 Online-offline interactions: mechanisms and processes in crisis period 

 Mobilization via platforms (e.g messengers, image boards, video platforms, deep web 

and      others), new forms of organization, digital repertoires and campaigns 

 Visual strategies (memes, GIFs, videos), visible/less visible aspects of social movement 

 Digital repression and surveillance by state/shadow actors 

 Spatial production and spatial understanding in a digital context 

 Methodological challenges, ethical research questions and approaches to research 

during/beyond pandemic. 

 Transnational community building via digital platforms (movements and diaspora 

activism) 

 Theoretical contributions to protest, digitalization and surveillance capitalism 

 Utopias, experiments in alternative living and everyday politics 

 To what extent does the theoretical repertoire of research on social movements and 

protest prove helpful for the analysis of phenomena in the Global South, particularly 

in Asia and Africa? 
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 What can crisis bring to activism? 

 Biopolitics, crisis and social movement  

 Movements for social justice adapted to unexpected circumstances. 

Major dates and timelines:  

 Submission of abstracts: approximately 250-300 words by 30th January 2022 to the 

organisers 

 Selection of abstracts: 10 February 

 Registration for the event: TBC 

 Articles for planned special issue: TBC 

 Circulation of the final programme: TBC 

 Time of the event: 28-29 April 2022 


