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M 6.2 Task-based Specialisation Module (I, II) 

German title: Internationale Perspektiven der Sozialen Arbeit 

Credit Points:  5 ECTS per each of the courses 

Language of 
Instruction: 

English  

Education Level: First cycle B. A. 

Main Field of Study: Social Work  

Semester Sommer Semester 2022 

Lecture Period: 15.04.2022 – 15.07.2022 

Meeting Times: Within lecture period, for more details see course descriptions 

Form of Instruction: Online, synchronous meetings and asynchronous tasks 

Instructors: Prof. Dr. Edwards N.Prof.; Dr.  King J.; S. Melara 

Instructional Method:   Online asynchronous and synchronous lectures and tasks 

Workload per each of 
the courses: 

Total: 5 ECTS  

150 hours synchronous lectures and seminars and synchronous task/self-

directed learning 

Prerequisite for the 
awarding credits:  

Regular attendance and exam 

Examination Modes: Examination (written or oral) and regular attendance are required.  
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Course Title: Mental health social work: Critical knowledge and skills for practitioners 

Teacher: Prof. Dr. Niki Edwards, University of Southern Queensland, Australia  
Meeting Times: Monday, 12:00-14:00 
Course start/end: 18.04.22 - 04.07.2022 
Form of instruction: Online. Synchronous and asynchronous lectures, tasks, conversation clusters and 
self-directed learning. 

Course description: 

This course will provide students with opportunity to engage with key introductory mental health 
knowledge that is required for contemporary social work practice. The role and contributions of social 
workers will be explored and critically examined across a number of mental health contexts. The course 
will specifically address the role of history in understanding mental health and mental illness; critiques 
of the dominant psychiatric discourse; diagnostic paradigms; mental health assessment; introductory 
mental health literacy; and consumer perspectives, specifically the recovery movement and the lived 
experience. Using a critical social work lens and an ecological framework of mental health, the course is 
practicable and useful for all social workers regardless of where they choose to practice upon graduation. 
Mental health is an important aspect of human wellbeing and will impact individuals and communities 
in all social work fields of practice. 

At the completion of the course, students will be able to: 

 Articulate and critique contemporary understandings of mental health and mental illness, 
including the impact of stigma and discrimination 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of social work practice to mental health 
assessment and diagnosis 

 Articulate and advocate for recovery-focused mental health services that prioritise the lived 
experience  

 Demonstrate understanding of anti-oppressive social work practice for people living with mental 
illness 

Course subjects and tasks: 

This course has a weekly program that runs from Monday 18 April – Monday 4/7/22. It adopts adult 
learning principles, acknowledging that students are autonomous, self-motivated and benefit from 
choices that encourage and support their learning. There are fortnightly online lectures that are two 
hours in duration and alternate fortnightly Conversation Clusters that involve a one hour discussion 
forum where students respond to questions and critically examine lecture material and additional tasks 
provided after the online lecture. Students should engage with pre-reading prior to fortnightly online 
lectures and actively engage in the fortnightly online Conversation Clusters. This involves not only online 
commenting on other student contributions but engaging at the scheduled time when Dr Edwards is 
present. At the completion of the course, students are expected to contribute a critical reflection to the 
online discussion forum. During the course students are able to contribute critical reflections that enable 
them to deconstruct and reconstruct course content; these reflections enable the final critical reflection 
to be a considered piece of work that receives significant marks. Meaningful participation is required 
throughout the course.   
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Course Title: Social justice and human rights in social work practice 

Teacher: Prof. Dr. Julie King, Queensland University of Technology 
Course start/end: 26.04.2022 – 05.07.2022 
Meeting Times: Every third Tuesday starting after introduction on 26.04.2022; Self-directed learning 
every second Tuesday 
Form of instruction: Synchronous and asynchronous online lectures, tasks, discussion circles and self-
directed learning. 

Course description: 

Human rights and social justice underpin social work practice.  It is important for practitioners to have 
knowledge on how human rights work and how they can be used in order to create societies that 
respect social justice and human dignity.  In this course students will explore the relationship between 
human rights and challenges often faced by social workers including women‘s and children‘s rights, 
racism and oppressive that often results in intolerance and discrimination. This course is situated 
within a broad political, legal, social, cultural and economic framework. During semester students will 
be equipped with a critical understanding on how to use a human rights framework and advocate for 
a socially just world. 

At the completion of the course, students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate key knowledge of the human rights regime in contemporary society. 
• Demonstrate key knowledge of international human rights law and systems designed to 
protect and promote human rights and social justice. 
• Analyse and critically discuss social justice issues. 
• Demonstrate communication and advocacy skills for social justice and human rights activism. 

Course subjects and tasks: 

This unit course uses an inquiry-based approach to the critical analysis social justice issues facing social 
workers in contemporary society. The unit will consist of lectures, self-directed learning and discussion 
circles. Discussion in lectures and discussion circles will be encouraged in order to for students to gain 
confidence in speaking up in regards to human rights and social justice. These collaborative 
opportunities to express perspectives and listen to the diverse ideas of others supports deeper learning 
and integrates the values of social justice and respect which in turn promote social work 
professionalism. 

Topics: 

• Introduction: Social justice, human rights and social work 
• Human health, human rights and social work 
• The world of human trafficking: Women and girls rights 
• Working from a rights-based framework in a multicultural society 
• Human rights challenges, solutions and the role of social work 
 

Course Title: Services to Children, Youth, and Their Families 

Teacher: Sonia E. Melara, MSW, San Francisco State University, USA 
Meeting Times: synchronous meetings 17:00-18:30 on Thursdays 21.4., 28.4., 12.5., 26.5., 2.6., 16.6., 
30.6., 14.7. 
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Course start/end: 21.04.22 - 14.07.2022 
Form of instruction: Online synchronous and asynchronous lectures, tasks, conversation clusters and 
independent learning. 

Course description: 

This course is designed to address society’s problems that result in the intervention of the children and 
youth welfare system, its policies, programs, and practices that impact on services to children, youth, 
and their families. A significant focus will be given to the root causes of child and youth abused such as 
poverty, domestic violence, substance abuse, trauma, mental health, human trafficking, LGBT etc. The 
implication of these issues will be looked at within the context of service delivery on the national, and 
international levels. The intentional inclusion of a global context will examine how the rights of children, 
youth, and families are framed within international laws.  The course will further examine an 
understanding of the professional social worker in relationship to roles and responsibilities in the child 
welfare system. 

At the completion of the course, students will be able to demonstrate: 

 An understanding of the different forms of child abuse and how they are/are not addressed by 
present policies.  

 An understanding of the child welfare system from a historical perspective.  
 Knowledge of and application of the range of values, assumptions, beliefs and ideologies shaping and 

influencing the child welfare system.  
 How to identify the broad scope of child welfare policies, programs, and services, and their impact 

on children, families, communities, workers and agencies.  
 An understanding of how social issues impact the number of children and families in the child welfare 

system. 
 An understanding of the impact of economics on children, youth, and families.  
 Knowledge of the continuum of services to children, youth and family from preventive programs to 

residential treatment programs. 
 An understanding of the professional social worker in relationship to roles and responsibilities in the 

child welfare system. 

Course objectives: 

1. Place into context the different forms of child abuse in our society and around the world, their 
effects on children’s development and the policies that address them. 
2. Examine the child welfare systems in the U.S. and around the world and how it has been 
shaped by a range of values, assumptions, beliefs, and ideologies which ultimately have influenced 
application and practice of service delivery. 
3. Explore one’s personal history in relationship to childhood development and cultural practices. 
4. Develop an awareness and understanding of issues confronting gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, queer youth on the local, state, national, and international levels. 
5. Develop knowledge of the contributing factor of poverty that gravely impacts the economic 
status of children, youth, and families worldwide. 
6. Explore other issues that impact children and families and may contribute to their involvement 
in the child welfare system. 
7. Explore the role of social workers in the public child welfare system, supportive services, and 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 
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