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PG1587 EU Health Policy: Institutional Responsibilities, Areas of Action 
and Challenges 
Departmental module 
code: 
GH 12b 

English module name: 
EU Health Policy: Institutional Responsibilities, Areas of Action and Challenges 

Workload: ECTS credits: Semester: Module frequency: Duration: 

300 h, consisting of 
108 h attendance 
192 h self-study 

 
10 

4th semester: 
GH 2024 

 
Winter term 

 
1 semester 

Module type: Level: Applicability of the module: 
Compulsory elective 
module (only for 
students from non- 
German-speaking 
countries) 

Bachelor's 
degree 

Health Science degree programmes 

1 Learning outcomes: 
Students will understand the main features of EU health policy and, in the absence of an EU health 
system, will be able to recognise and assess the possibilities and limits of such a policy. In addition, 
students will be familiar with the responsibilities and powers of the EU institutions in the field of health 
policy, know how health policy processes work within the EU and be able to analyse concrete examples 
of EU health policy in different areas. They will also be familiar with current challenges to EU health 
policy, be able to categorise criticisms of these challenges and reflect on and evaluate proposals for 
reform. 

2 Contents of the module: 

• Modes of EU policy in general: EU treaties, EU institutions and legislative processes 
• Origins of an EU health policy 
• Levels of action in EU health policy: the Directorate-General for Health and Food 

Safety (DG SANTE), the EU internal market and EU financial policy 

• Areas of EU health policy such as public and global health as well as environmental, labour and 
consumer protection 

• Co-operation between the EU and other international (health) policy actors (e.g. WHO, OECD) 
• Possibilities and limits of the EU health policy mandate 
• Criticism of EU health policy and reform discussions (e.g. establishment of a European Health 

Union) 

3 Teaching and learning methods: 
6 SWS Seminars 

4 Language: 
English 

5 Prerequisites for participation in the module: 
Required: none 
Recommended: Successful completion of module GH 3 

6 Examination 
format: 
Colloquium or technical discussion 

7 Assessment methods: 
graded 

8 Requirements for the award of ECTS credits: 
Passed module examination 

9 Remarks: 
none 


