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PG1713 Global Burden of Disease 
Departmental module 
code: 
GH 5 

English module name: 
Global Burden of Disease 

Workload: 

300 h, consisting of 
144 h attendance 
156 h self-study 

ECTS credits: 
 
 
10 

Semester: 

 
2nd semester: 
GH 2024 

Module frequency: 
 
Winter term 

Duration: 
 
1 semester 

Module type: 
Compulsory module 

Level: 
Bachelor's 
degree 

Applicability of the module: 
Health Science degree programmes 

1 Learning outcomes: 
Students will have acquired basic anatomical, physiological and pathophysiological knowledge based on 
selected challenges relevant to the health of populations. Students will be familiar with the world's major 
epidemiologically, politically and economically important diseases and their aetiological, pathological, 
physiological and therapeutic aspects. They will master basic biomedical knowledge of selected 
diseases, preventive and curative approaches to reduce incidence and prevalence, and know relevant 
sources of information. Using international terminology and classification systems, they will be able to 
identify and describe globally relevant health impairments and to research, summarise and present 
current scientific knowledge. In addition, students will be able to identify the varying needs of different 
health care systems and the corresponding care and resource requirements. 

2 Contents of the module: 
• Basics of physiology and pathology 
• Clarification of key terms: Health impairment, risk factors, non-communicable diseases, 

infectious diseases, years of life lost due to premature death (YLL), years of life lived with an 
impairment (DALY), etc. 

• Individual and social significance of health impairments 
• Global Burden of Disease studies (WHO), relevance, procedures, results, regional differences in 

the disease spectra and their causes 
• Etiology, pathophysiology and therapy of globally relevant diseases, including infectious diseases, 

non-communicable physical and mental illnesses and the consequences of accidents and violence 
• Demographic and epidemiological transition 
• Relevant population-based prevention strategies 

3 Teaching and learning methods: 
8 SWS Seminar-based teachings 

4 Language: 
English 

5 Prerequisites for participation in the module: 
Required: none 
Recommended: successful completion of module GH 3 

6 Examination 
format: 
Written exam or technical discussion 

7 Assessment methods: 
Graded 

8 Requirements for the award of ECTS credits: 
Passed module examination 

9 Remarks: 
None 


