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PG1086 Social Research Methods 
Departmental module 
code: 

English module name: 

IHS 5 (2017) IHS 6 Social Research Methods 
(2020) , GH 7  

Workload: ECTS credits: Semester: Module frequency: Duration: 

300 h, consisting of 
144 h attendance 

10 2nd or 4th semester: 
IHS 2017 

Winter term 1 semester 

156 h self-study  2nd semester: 
IHS 2020, GH 2024 

  

Module type: Level: Applicability of the module: 
Compulsory module: Bachelor's Health, nursing and social science degree programmes 
IHS 2017; GH 2024 degree  

Compulsory elective   

module:   

IHS 2020 (PG1086 or   

PG1005)   

1 Learning outcomes: 
Students will have a basic understanding of hypothesis testing and hypothesis generating quantitative and 
qualitative research designs in empirical social research and their appropriate application in the health 
sciences, the steps in the research process and the rules of data collection, analysis and interpretation. 
They will know the methods of data collection and analysis often required in the health sciences, such as 
observation and interview (standardised and non-standardised), and the application of statistical methods. 

2 Contents of the module: 
• Aims and characteristics of qualitative and quantitative research, relationship between theory 

and empiricism 
• Processes in qualitative and quantitative research (circular model, linear model, 

hypothesis formation, concept specification) 
• Selected survey and evaluation methods of quantitative research (written and oral 

standardised survey, telephone survey, observation, experiment) 
• Selected approaches, data collection and evaluation methods of qualitative social research 

(grounded theory, ethnography, phenomenology, interviewing, observation, 
document/content analysis, conversation analysis, action research, case studies) 

• Selected methods and procedures of data preparation, evaluation and analysis: descriptive 
and analytical/conclusive procedures, also using computer-aided procedures 

• Ethical and data protection issues in the social science research process 

3 Teaching and learning methods: 
8 SWS Seminars 

4 Language: 
English 

5 Prerequisites for participation in the module: 
Required: none 
Recommended: none 

6 Examination format: 
Exam or portfolio 

7 Assessment methods: 
Graded 

8 Requirements for the award of ECTS credits: 
Passed module examination 

9 Remarks: 
None 


