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1 Learning outcome: 
 Students are familiar with key concepts of health systems resilience and emergency preparedness in the 

context of global health. They understand how health systems are affected, react and are adapted by 
crises. Students are able to explain how capacities such as governance, surveillance, workforce, service 
continuity, risk communication, community engagement and infodemic management contribute to 
resilience and emergency preparedness during health crises. They gain knowledge of the preparedness 
cycle, all-hazards approaches to emergency preparedness and response (EPR), selected international 
frameworks related to health emergencies (e.g. IHR, PHEIC), and the role of evidence, outbreak response 
research and lessons learned in strengthening resilient health systems. Students are able to describe 
and discuss ethical, political and equity-related dimensions of health emergencies, as well as 
approaches for recovery and “building back better” in resilient health systems. 

2 Content of the module: 
 • Health systems resilience and health systems strengthening 

• Systems thinking approaches in global health 
• International frameworks and coordination mechanisms related to health emergencies (e.g. IHR, 

PHEIC) 
• The preparedness cycle: prevention, preparedness, response and recovery 
• Governance, stakeholders and health system capacities during health emergencies 
• Risk communication, community engagement and infodemic management (RCCE-IM) 
• Key concepts in outbreak management and outbreak response research 
• Ethical and equity-related dimensions of health emergencies 

3 Teaching and learning methods: 
 4 SWS Seminar-based teachings 

4 Language: 
 English 

5 Prerequisites for participation: 
 Required: none 
 Recommended: successful completion of modules GH3 and GH8 

6 Examination format 
 Term paper  

7 Assessment methods: 
 marked 

8 Requirements for the award of ECTS credits: 
 none 

9 Remarks: 
 none 
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