
Was ist Deutschland?  
German History, Culture, and Literature in an Intercultural Context  

Professor: 
Dr. Cynthia Chalupa, Associate Professor of German and Language Program Director, Department of 
World Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics, West Virginia University  
 
Arbeitsaufwand / Workload: ECTS:  

 
                 2,5 
 

Dauer / Duration: 
Total: 46 h, whereof 
10 + 10 + 8 = 28 h Contact hours 
  5 +   5 + 8 = 18 h self-study, 
preparation and assignments 

2 weeks + 1 week self-study and assignment 

Art/Type of course: 
 

Niveaustufe/Level: 
 

Verwendbarkeit des Moduls / Application of 
module: 

Seminar  n/a International Summer University  
1 Qualifikationsziele/Learning Outcomes: 
 After completing this course, students will be able to: 

-  engage in complex conversations about the question of German identity since the establish 
   ment of Germany as a nation; 
-  understand and interpret complex written language on a variety of topics by analyzing, sum- 
   marizing, and discussing authentic texts; 
-  present information, concepts, and ideas by participating in group discussions and debates,  
   conducting interviews, and presenting information in a formal format; 
-  demonstrate an understanding of the perspectives of Germany by identifying and describing  
   important aspects and challenges of Germany and the German experience; 
-  reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines and gain insights into German- 
   speaking culture by reading and interpreting authentic texts and examining other cultural  
   products (films, songs, art, media, etc.); 
-  demonstrate an understanding of German-speaking culture by comparing it with their native cultures  
   through the analysis and summarization of authentic texts, films, and cultural practices. 

2 Inhalte des Moduls/Content: 
 This seminar is designed to introduce students at all levels of German proficiency to German 

history and culture (1871-present) and to the concepts of intercultural communication and com-
petence. The course is built around questions of German identity as they are addressed in his-
torical and contemporary contexts. Students will examine issues of prejudice, stereotypes, and 
the challenges of intercultural communication and work creatively through discussions about art, 
literature, culture, and politics.   
Students will read texts in translation that explore the meaning of German identity and the history of Ger-
many as a nation. The content of the course is designed to examine the question "Was ist Deutschland?"  
Through readings and written assignments, students will attempt to formulate an answer that has both 
public and personal relevance. Class time will be devoted primarily to the discussion of reading assign-
ments to which students will respond individually, in small groups, and together as a class.  In order to 
maximize work on reading comprehension, all readings should be done outside of class prior to the ses-
sion during which they are discussed. Assignments will include readings and discussion questions, web 
research, and a culminating oral presentation. Most homework assignments and work outside of class will 
take the form of written responses. 

3 Lehr- und Lernmethoden / Teaching and Learning Methods: 
 Online-seminar and self-study 
4 Sprache/Language of instruction: 
 English (German documentation if desired) 
5 Voraussetzungen für die Teilnahme am Modul / Prerequirements for participation (if applicable): 
 Notwendig/compulsory: English language proficiency on the level B1 of the European Framework. 
 Empfohlen/recommended: interest in German history, culture and literature  
6 Form der Prüfung / Type of assignment: 
 -  Primarily readings or web research assignments with accompanying short-answer questions. Students  

   will also conduct research on a topic of their choosing about which they will present. 
-  There will be one presentation given in the third week of the course. There will also be a com 
   prehensive exam at the end of the course. 



7 Bewertungsmethoden / Mode of assessment: 
 Benotet/graded (see grading scale of Fulda University)  

https://www.hs-fulda.de/en/international/international-office/practical-information/grading-system  
8 Voraussetzungen für die Vergabe von ECTS-Punkten/Requirements for obtaining ECTS: 
 bestandene Prüfung/passed assignment  
9 Bemerkungen/Remarks: 
 Keine/none  
 

https://www.hs-fulda.de/en/international/international-office/practical-information/grading-system
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