
 

 

ISU 2024 
Was ist Deutschland? 

German Culture in an Intercultural Context 
 

CLASS HOURS 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30-11:45 (break at 10:00) unless otherwise noted in the calendar. 

 
PROFESSOR 
Dr. Cynthia Chalupa, Associate Professor of German and Language Program Director, Department of 
World Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics, West Virginia University 

E-mail address: cynthia.chalupa@mail.wvu.edu 
 

1) INFORMATION ON THE COURSE CONTENT 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES 
This seminar is designed to introduce students at all levels of German proficiency to German history 
and culture from 1871 to the present. The course is centered on questions of German identity as 
they are addressed in art, literature, film, and historical texts created during the historical period 
studied. Students will also examine issues of prejudice, stereotypes, and the challenges of 
intercultural communication. The course will allow students to develop intercultural communication 
skills through discussions about history, art, and literature and through creative writing activities. 
Students will also explore culture firsthand through academic excursions both locally and in Berlin 
that focused on experiential learning. 

 
Students will read texts that explore the meaning of German identity and the history of Germany 
(both divided and united). The course examines the question "Was ist Deutschland?" Through 
readings and written assignments, students will attempt to formulate an answer that has both public 
and personal relevance. Class time will be devoted primarily to the discussion of reading 
assignments to which students will respond individually, in small groups, and together as a class. In 
order to maximize work during class, all readings should be done prior to the session during which 
they are discussed. 

Learning Objectives 
After completing this course, students will be able to: 

 engage in complex conversations about the question of German identity since the establishment 
of Germany as a nation; 

 understand and interpret complex written language on a variety of topics by analyzing, 
summarizing, and discussing authentic texts; 

 present information, concepts, and ideas by participating in group discussions and debates, 
conducting interviews, and presenting information in a formal format; 

 demonstrate an understanding of the perspectives of Germany by identifying and describing 
important aspects and challenges of Germany and its history; 

 reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines and gain insights into German culture 
by reading and interpreting a variety of texts and examining other cultural products (films, 
songs, art, media, etc.); 

 demonstrate an understanding of German culture by comparing it with their home cultures 
through the analysis and summarization of authentic texts, films, and cultural practices. 

mailto:cynthia.chalupa@mail.wvu.edu


COURSE MATERIALS 
Reading texts as well as PowerPoint slides and other materials will be available on the course 
Moodle site. Always check the Moodle site for homework assignments. 

GRADING SCALE: 

 

Percentage Description 

 

 
A= 90-100% 

 
1.0 

 

 
very good: an outstanding achievement 

1.3 

 
B= 80-90% 

1.7 
good: an achievement substantially above average 
requirements 

2.0 

2.3 

 
C= 70-80% 

2.7 
satisfactory: an achievement which corresponds to average 
requirements 

3.0 

3.3 

D= 60-70% 
3.7 sufficient: an achievement which barely meets the 

requirements 4.0 

F= 0-60% 5.0 
not sufficient / failed: an achievement which does not meet 
the requirements 

 
CLASS SCHEDULE 
Monday through Thursday from 8:30 to 11:30 (apart from variations based on schedule) 
Weekend excursions, which emphasize a hands-on experience of German culture. 

 

Date Topic Assignments/Assessments/ 
Materials 

Week 1 

Mon. 
8. July 

 Opening ceremony Reading from course reader 

Tues. 
9. July 

 Reception with mayor 

 City tour 
 Introduction – What is Germany? - 

Stereotypes and cultural comparisons 

Reading from course reader 
Short film 

Wed. 
10.July 

 Experiential learning module: 
Würzburg in Franconia (northern 
Bavaria) 

Reading from course reader 
Web research and questions 

Thurs. 
11. July 

 Stereotypes and cultural comparisons 

 Wir sind wir – Brief overview of 
German history 

 German identity and the German flag 

Reading from course reader 
Web research and questions 

Fri. 
12. July 

 Experiential Learning Module: Berlin Field trip to Berlin 

Sat. 
13. July 

 Berlin: Past and present Field trip to Berlin 



Sun. 14. 
July 

 Experiential learning module: Eisenach 
and Wartburg 

Field trip to Berlin 

Week 2 

Mon. 15. 
July 

 Establishment of the German nation – 
Germany and the Kaiserreich 

 Art and literature in the Kaiserreich 
Militarism in society 

 Introduction to World War I 

Reading from course reader 
Work on presentation 

Tues. 16. 
July 

 Politics and the start of World War I 

 The role of technology and chemical 
warfare in World War I 

Reading from course reader and 
questions 
Work on presentations 
Trip to Rhön/Kreuzberg 

Wed. 17. 
July 

 Fritz Haber and poison gas 
 Overview of the Weimar Republic 

Reading from course reader 
Web research and questions 

Thurs. 18. 
July 

 Political unrest and multiple elections Trip to Nürnberg 

Fri. 
19. July 

 Experiential learning module Trip to Frankfurt 

Sat. 20. 
July 

 Experiential learning module Trip to Rhön Mountains 

Week 3 

Mon. 
22. July 

 The Weimar Republic in literature and 
film 

 Propaganda and the rise of the 
National Socialists 

 Course reading; 
 Presentation research 

Tues. 
23. July 

 Hitler and WWII 
 Germany after 1945 – Stunde Null 

 Course reading; 
 presentation research 

Wed. 24. 
July 

 Trümmerfilme 
Vergangenheitsbewältigung 

 Course reading; 
 presentation research 

Thurs. 25. 
July 

 Vergangenheitsbewältigung 
 Paul Celan: “Todesfuge” 

 Course reading; 
 presentation research 

Fri. 26. July  Life in the FRG (West Germany)  Course reading; 
 presentation research 

Sat. 27. 
July 

 Field trip to Weimar: City of the Dichter 
und Denker; visit to concentration 
camp Buchenwald 

 Field trip Weimar 

Week 4 

Mon. 29. 
July 

 Life in the GDR (East Germany) 
 Die Wende and the fall of the Berlin 

Wall 

 Course reading 

Tues. 30. 
July 

 Presentations  Exam preparation 

Wed. 31. 
July 

 Presentations 
 Course wrap-up and exam review 

 Excursion to Rhön mountains 
 Exam preparation 



Thurs. Aug 
1 

 Exam – write exam on devices.  

Fri. Aug 2 Closing ceremony  

 
INFORMATION ON GRADING, CLASS PARTICIPATION, ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS 

 
COURSE GRADE DISTRIBUTION 

50% Participation (see rubric) 
25% Presentation (see rubric) 
25% Exam 

 
GRADING SCALE: 

Percentage Description 

 

 
A= 90-100% 

 
1.0 

 

 
very good: an outstanding achievement 

1.3 

 
B= 80-90% 

1.7 
good: an achievement substantially above average 
requirements 

2.0 

2.3 

 
C= 70-80% 

2.7 
satisfactory: an achievement which corresponds to average 
requirements 

3.0 

3.3 

D= 60-70% 
3.7 sufficient: an achievement which barely meets the 

requirements 4.0 

F= 0-60% 5.0 
not sufficient / failed: an achievement which does not meet 
the requirements 

 
ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS 
ASSIGNMENTS 

- Primarily readings or web research assignments with accompanying short-answer questions. 
 

PRESENTATION AND EXAM 
- There will be one presentation given at the pertinent time in the course. There will also be a 

comprehensive exam at the end of the course. It will take place the last formal day of 
instruction. 

PROFESSIONALISM & CLASS PARTICIPATION 
Class discussion is a vital element of this course; it is also a necessary part of the preparation for the 
homework tasks that will be assigned. Class participation will be evaluated based on level of 
participation (using a rubric) and attendance in class. Excellent class participation requires thorough 
and conscientious preparation outside of class. Working with class material outside of class and 
actively participating in class will help students develop their ability to express opinions, form 
questions, and develop interpretations about the material we are studying. 

 
MISSED CLASSES 
Because students must be present to participate, frequent absences will negatively affect this 
portion of their grade. A poor grade in class participation (i.e., many absences) can lower the course 
grade an entire point. 



Presentation Topics 
The following are possible topics for the presentation. For the presentation you will create ten 
slides, with the eleventh slide highlighting questions that you pose to your classmates (avoid 
multiple choice or easy questions). Provide a good overview with good supporting detail, but you 
should not present for more than ten minutes. 

GDR (1960er-1980er) 

 Development of a new German state 

 Building of the Berlin Wall 

 „Die Wende“ in 1989 and demonstrations that led to the fall of the Berlin Wall 
 Important authors (Christa Wolf, Heino Müller, Wolf Biermann, usw.) 

 Punk movement in the GDR 

 Fall of the Berlin Wall 

BRD (1960er-1980er) 

 Student movement of 1968 

 RAF (Red Army Faction) 

 Film (Neues Deutsches Kino, Fassbinder, Herzog, Schlöndorff, von Trotta) 

 Green Party and anti-nuclear movement 

 Squatters and other social fringe movements 
 
 

German Unification 

 Developments leading up to and the challenges of unification 

 Financing of unification 

 Reactions to unification 27 years later 
 Treatment of unification in art, literature, cartoons, satire 

 
Germany today 

 Political parties (Die Grünen, die SPD, die CDU, etc.) 

 Germany’s role in the EU 

 Berlin als capital of Germany and world metropolis 

 Germany’s role in the Syrian refugee crisis 

 Citizenship laws in Germany 

 Literature since 1990 (Fräulein Wunder, Popliteratur, Judith Hermann, Christian Kracht, Elke 
Naters, Julia Franck) 

 Federal election system in Germany 

 EU financial crisis 

 Migration and multiculturalism in Germany 



Class Participation Rubric 
 

 90-100 80-90 70-80 60-70 

Frequency of Student Student initiates a Student initiates a Student does not 

participation in contributes contribution at least contribution in initiate 
class regularly and is once in each half of the contribution & 

 extremely engaged recitation and shows recitations and needs instructor to 
 in discussion. intellectual makes attempts at solicit input. 
 Student attends all engagement. intellectual Comments are 
 excursions and Student attends engagement. often unrelated to 
 other arranged most excursions and Student misses course content. 
 activities. other arranged some excursions Students 
  activities. and other frequently misses 
   arranged excursions and 
   activities. other arranged 
    activities. 

Quality of Comments always Comments mostly Comments are Comments are 

comments insightful & insightful & sometimes uninformative, 
 constructive; uses constructive; mostly constructive, with lacking in 
 appropriate uses appropriate occasional signs of appropriate 
 terminology. terminology. insight. Student terminology. 
 Comments Occasionally does not use Heavy reliance on 
 balanced between comments are too appropriate the expression of 
 general general or not terminology; opinion without 
 impressions, relevant to the comments not substantiation. 
 opinions & discussion. always relevant to  

 specific,  the discussion.  

 thoughtful    

 criticisms or    

 contributions.    

Listening Skills Student listens Student is mostly Student is often Does not listen to 
 attentively when attentive when inattentive and others; regularly 
 others present others present ideas, needs reminder of talks while others 
 materials, materials, as focus of class. speak or does not 
 perspectives, as indicated by Occasionally pay attention 
 indicated by comments that makes disruptive while others 
 comments that reflect & build on comments while speak; detracts 
 build on others’ others’ remarks; others are from discussion; 
 remarks, i.e., occasionally needs speaking; looks at sleeps, frequently 
 student hears encouragement or cellphone. looks at cell phone, 
 what others say & reminder from the  etc. 
 contributes to the instructor.   

 dialogue.    



Presentation Rubric 
Name  Date   Title/Topic   

Performance 
Element 

Exceeds Expectation:4 Meets Expectation: 3 Approaches Expectation: 2 Falls below Expectation: 1 Points 

 
 

 
Awareness of 

Audience 

 Significantly increases 
audience understanding and 
knowledge of topic; 

 Effectively convinces an 
audience to recognize the 
validity of a point of view. 

 Raises audience 
understanding and 
awareness of most 
points; 

 Clear point of view, but 
development or 
support is inconclusive 
and incomplete. 

 Raises audience 
understanding and 
knowledge of some 
points; 

 Point of view may be 
clear, but lacks 
development or support. 

 Fails to increase audience 
understanding or knowledge 
of topic. 

 Fails to effectively convince 
the audience. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Strength of 

Material, 
Organization 

 Clear purpose and subject; 

 Pertinent examples, facts, 
and/or statistics; 

 Conclusions/ideas are 
supported by evidence; 

 Major ideas summarized and 
audience left with full 
understanding of presenter's 
position. 

 Has some success 
defining purpose and 
subject; 

 Some examples, facts, 
and/or statistics 
support the subject; 

 Includes some data or 
evidence which 
supports conclusions or 
ideas; 

 May need to refine 
summary or final idea. 

 Attempts to define 
purpose and subject; 

 Weak examples, facts, 
and/or statistics, which do 
not adequately support 
the subject; 

 Includes very thin data or 
evidence in support of 
ideas or conclusions; 

 Major ideas may need to 
be summarized or 
audience is left with vague 
idea to remember. 

 Subject and purpose are not 
clearly defined; 

 Very weak or no support of 
subject through use of 
examples, facts, and/or 
statistics; 

 Totally insufficient support 
for ideas or conclusions. 
Major ideas left unclear, 
audience left with no new 
ideas. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Delivery 

 Relaxed, self-confident and 
appropriately dressed for 
purpose or audience; 

 Builds trust and holds 
attention by direct eye 
contact with all parts of 
audience; 

 Fluctuation in volume and 
inflection help to maintain 
audience interest and 
emphasize key points. 

 Quick recovery from 
minor mistakes; 

 Appropriately dressed; 

 Fairly consistent use of 
direct eye contact with 
audience; 

 Satisfactory variation of 
volume and inflection. 

 Some tension or 
indifference apparent and 
possible inappropriate 
dress for purpose or 
audience; 

 Occasional but 
unsustained eye contact 
with audience; 

 Uneven volume with little 
or no inflection. 

 Nervous tension obvious 
and/or inappropriately 
dressed for purpose or 
audience: 

 No effort to make eye 
contact with audience; 

 Low volume and/or 
monotonous tone cause 
audience to disengage. 

 

Total Score: =  % 


