
Was ist Deutschland? 
German History, Culture, and Literature in an Intercultural Context 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES  
This seminar is designed to introduce students at all levels of German proficiency to German history 
and culture (1871-present) and to the concepts of intercultural communication and competence. The 
course is built around questions of German identity as they are addressed in historical and 
contemporary contexts. Students will examine issues of prejudice, stereotypes, and the challenges of 
intercultural communication and work creatively through discussions about art, literature, culture, and 
politics. Students will also examine culture firsthand through academic excursions locally, regionally, 
and in Berlin.  
 

Professor Cynthia 
Chalupa, West 
Virginia 
University, USA 

German Culture Seminar: Was ist Deutschland? 
German History, Culture, and Literature in an Intercultural Context 
 

Workload: 
14 hours 
classroom 
instruction, 11 
hours experiential 
learning on field 
trips 
 

ECTS Points: 3 Study semester: 
Winter 

Frequency of 
offer: 
Winter and 
summer 

Duration: 
1 

Type: 
Elective 

Level: 
Bachelor or 
Master 

Applicability of the module: 
This is a free-standing international education abroad 
program in Germany. Students will arrange with their home 
institutions to determine how the credits fit into their course 
of study. 

1 Qualification goals: 
After completing this course, students will be able to: 

• engage in complex conversations about the question of German identity since 

the establishment of Germany as a nation; 

• understand and interpret complex written language on a variety of topics by 

analyzing, summarizing, and discussing authentic texts; 

• present information, concepts, and ideas by participating in group discussions 

and debates, conducting interviews, and presenting information in a formal 

format; 

• demonstrate an understanding of the perspectives of Germany by identifying 

and describing important aspects and challenges of Germany and the German 

experience; 

• reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines and gain insights 

into German-speaking culture by reading and interpreting authentic texts and 

examining other cultural products (films, songs, art, media, etc.); 

• demonstrate an understanding of German-speaking culture by comparing it 

with their native cultures through the analysis and summarization of 

authentic texts, films, and cultural practices. 

 

2 Contents of the module: 



Students will read texts in translation that explore the meaning of German 
identity and the history of Germany as a nation. The content of the course is 
designed to examine the question "Was ist Deutschland?"  Through readings and 
written assignments, students will attempt to formulate an answer that has both 
public and personal relevance. Class time will be devoted primarily to the 
discussion of reading assignments to which students will respond individually, in 
small groups, and together as a class.  In order to maximize work on reading 
comprehension, all readings should be done outside of class prior to the session 
during which they are discussed. Assignments will include readings and discussion 
questions, web research, and a culminating oral presentation. Most homework 
assignments and work outside of class will take the form of written responses. 

3 Teaching and Learning Methods: 
Week 1: 7 hours in-class instruction, 11 hours experiential learning. X Semester 
Week 2: 7 hours in-class instruction 

4 Language: 

5 Prerequisites for participation in the module: 
No prerequisite knowledge required. 

6 Form of examination: Final written exam delivered online 

7 Evaluation methods: 
50% of final grade = Exam 
50% of final greade = C;ass [artoco[atopm 

8 Prerequisites for the award of ECTS credits: 
Grade of D or higher 

9 Remarks: 
Class discussion is a vital element of this course; it is also a necessary part of the 
preparation for the homework tasks that will be assigned.  Class participation will 
be evaluated based on level of participation (using a rubric) and attendance in 
class. Excellent class participation requires thorough and conscientious 
preparation outside of class.  Working with class material outside of class and 
actively participating in class will help students develop their ability to express 
opinions, form questions, and develop interpretations about the material we are 
studying. Because students must be present to participate, frequent absences will 
negatively affect this portion of their grade. A poor grade in class participation 
(i.e., many absences) can lower the course grade an entire point. 
 
 

 


